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SERMON 


Pteuch d at 
St. Martins in the V. ds 


— 


PRO v. XIV. L. 9. 


Fools make a mock at Sin. 


Theiſm and Infidelity as they were 
k oinsſcarce heard of in the Infancy 

of the World, ſo till theſe laſt days 
they found but ſmall Entertainment, nor 
had they any conſiderable Vogue or Re- 
putation. As Philoſophy and Humane Po- 
licy got footing and obtain'd Ground, fo 
thoſe prodigious Sins grew up, prevail d 
and in proceſs of time became Modiſh and 
Faſhionable ; inſomuch that many Men in 
our Days venture upon Sin without fear, 
drink Iniquity like Water, and make choke 
ſelves merry with the weighty and ſeri- 
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Pal. 14. 1. 


ous matters of Salvation. 
as theſe Men take themſelves to be, Vet 


it hath pleas' d the Spirit of God in Holy 
Scripture to call them Fools, and with that 
contemptible and infamous Character, it 


Brands andStigmatizes them in many places. 
Holy David the Devouteſt Man that ever 
liv'd, calls that Man A fool who ſaid in hi 
heart, there was no God. And Solomon tlie 
Wiſeſt man gives them no other Name 
who deſpiſe Wiſdom and Inſtruction, and 
make a mock at Sin. 

That ſuch Men may be reaſoned into 
Truth and Sobriety, be made to look ſe- 
rious, and become thoughtful, | ſhall, 


(1.) Shew the dangerous Folly of ma- 


king a mock at Sin. 
( 2.) Lay down ſome 8 to 
withdraw Men from that Folly. 
(3.) Cloſe all with a * Admo- 


And, 
And 


nition. 


5 The Folly of making a mock at Sin 


appears in concluding there is no God who 


overlooks Mens Actions, ſees their Hearts, 


and knows their 1 moſt ſecret Thoughts. 
| That 


But as witty 


"4; 7 
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That all things beyond this World are 
| merely Fabulous, and ſuch Phantaſms as 
J Men oo fondly conceiv'd and created 
8 within themſelves. Upon this groſs and 
dangerous miſtake they proceed, making 
% Religion the publick ſcorn of their Wit, 
and the Triumph of their common Drol- 
lery. 

| muſt confeſs was there nothing beyond 
| this World, and nothing to be expected 
0 on the other ſide the Grave; Religion 
then wou'd be a Cheat, our Preaching Vain, 
N and your Faith alſo "ay The Apoſtles and 
Evangeliſts wou'd be found to be falſe Wit- 
nefſes. They which are faln aſleep in Chriſt 
are Periſhed, and the many hours the De- 
rout Chriſtian ſpends i in Prayer, Reading 
ind Meditation wou'd be loſt labour and 
to no purpoſe. Burn the Writings and 
Volumes of all Chriſtian Writers. Laugh 
erthe Folly of all Saints and Martyrs, and 
applaud the Wiſdom of the Epicure if there 
beno God, if the Soul and Body die to- 
 Weether, and no Day when the Righteous 
A ind the Wicked ſhall be diſcern'd, the one us. 
tom the other. But who but A Fol can 
rerſwade! himſelf there is no God? 
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FOR anc 
(.) Lift up your Eyes on High, and T 
behold the Sun, Moon, and Stars, and ſee i 
who hath Created theſe things. Behold E 
the ſtately Roof of Heaven, the huge Mag. x 
nitude, the excellent Beauty and the de. I : 
cent Order of thoſe Celeſtial Bodies, and | - 
they are ſo many vifible Teſtimonies of | 7 
an inviſible Godhead, and ſo many mute M *© 
Proclamations of his ineffable Power, . | 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. Theſe carry ſuch | | 


lively Repreſentations of an infinite Power MW 410 

and Wiſdom, which duly confider'd, will MW *** 

eafily imprint in us, a certain Acknow- £ 
ledgment of the Deity of their Maker. 

Pha. 19. The Heavens declare the Glory of God, and th: Wl 
Firmament ſheweth his handy-work. With what 
ſtrange Raptures did this Confideration 
tranſport the Minds of thoſe in Job? Hear- 
Job. 3). ken, O Job, and con ſider; Dod thou know 
*** the balancing of the Clouds, the wondrous 
works of him which is perfect in knowledge 

Haff thou with Him ſpread out the Shy whic 

i ſtrong, und ha$ thou an Arm like God? 0 
can thou thunder with thy voice like Hin 
The Beauty of the Sun, Moon, and Star 
did ſo tranſport the Minds of the Ancien 


H. 


their Faces, 
Splendour of that inacceſſible Light, be- 


[Attendance of his Servants, | 
Bleſſed art thou, and bleſſed are | thy 1 ts: 
that hear thy Wiſdem. But behold a greater © 4% 
than Solomon is here; The King of Nations, 


at St. Martin's in the Fields. 


Heathens, that they took them to be Gods, 


and offered Sacrifices to them, Now if 
the Beauty of the Creatures be ſo Admi- 
rable, how exceedingly tanſcendent is 
the Creator © The Sun is but the Shadow 
of his Brightneſs. The Cherubims cover 
as being dazled with the 


fore whom all the World is but as a Drop 
of the Morning Dew. 


From the Heavens above come we, 
(2. ) To the Earth beneath, and that ; 


alſo will declare a Gop unto us. 


Eg Pe 2 Telfs, e qui quæ- 


YI ultra ? 


I fee "” and I for Barth: What neel I 
look further for Gods ? 


As the Queen of Sheba, when ſhe had 


ſeen the Houſe which Solomon: had built, 


the Meat of his Table, the Order 220 


cry d out, 


205 Lord 
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Jer. 10. 12. 
Wild. 8. I's 


Tai. 40. 
12. 


Lord of lords, the bleſſed and only Potentate 


that hath made the Earth by his Power; 


eſtabliſh'd the World by his Wiſdom : 


that reacheth mightily from one End to the 
other, and ordereth all things ſweetly. When 
we confider this, we muſt needs admire 
the infinite Power of God, whoſe Decree 


hath eſtabliſhed the Fouhdations it. 


And we can no leſs admire his Wiſdom, 
that hath ſo equally poiſed it, that the 


Body of the Earth ſhould hang in the 
Air, as it were upon Nothing; as. if He 


had weigh d the Mountanis in Scales, and the 


Hillsn in a Balance. Apelles, the moſt excel- 


lent Painter that anyHiſtory records, went 


to Rhodes to ſee Protegenes, one of the 


ſame Profeſſion ; but finding him not at 


home, went into his Shop, took a Pen- 


cil, drew a Line, and went his way. So 


ſoon as Prutegenes came home, and ſaw to 


curious a Line drawn, he preſently asks, 


Where was Apelles 2 Not that he had 
heard of his being there, but only be- 


cauſe he faw a Curious Line, which 


none but Apelles was able to draw. 80 


when we ſee fo many curious Lines, ſuch. 
exquiſite Effects as no Creature in the 


9 . World 
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World is able to imitate, tho' we have 
never ſeen God at any time; yet we muſt 
conceive, that ſuch a one there is by 
whoſe Wiſe and Powerful Operation they 
muſt of Neceſſity have been made. That 
Saying of Pythagoras is very Remarkable, 
If any Man tells me, He is a God, let Him 
make ſuch Another World as this s, and then 
{ will believe Him. Epicurus enquires, Ai 
bus Machin is, with what Engines was ſo 
huge a Fabrick as the Heaven and the 
Earth rais d? 

I anſwer ; No Axes and Hammers, no 
 Moſes's Rod. no Waters to ſtrike upon 
when theſe Creatures were produc'd, but 
God's Omnipotent Word that call d the 
whole Frame of Nature out of the bot- 
tomleſs Abyſs of Nothing. The Maker 
of all things needed not any Matter, or 
_ Inſtruments, or Labour; but that which 
Matter, or Inſtruments, or Labour 1s to 
others, His only Will is to Him. By the 
Word of the Lord were the Heavens made, 
and all the Ho$t of them by the Breath of his 
Mouth. He ſpake and it was gone: ! -: 


BR. Pra ſen- 


10 
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Plal, 104 
2247 25. 


Job. 12.6. 


Preſentemg; . fer i be Deun, 


Every Spire of Graſs proclaims a God. Con. 


feder the Lilies of the Field, Solomon in all his 


Glory was not arayed like one of theſe. Were 
we to conſider the Surface of the Earth, 
or deſcend into its Bowels, how would 


the Wiſdom of God appear, and that Say- 


ing of Democritus, 


——Dits omnia Plena, 


Every bing: is full of "thy Gods, was no other- 
wiſe faulty but in the N unber and Plu- 
Try: of them. 


From Heawen 4 Farth, let us, 


) Put off to the Sea, and the Fiſhes | 


w_ declare a God unto us. The Lord 


has had a hand in them likewiſe, and has 
written his Name upon them. Theſe arc 
a fit Subject to repreſent the Providence 


and Wiſdom of an Almighty Power. 


Their Multitudeand Variety, their Shape: 


and Figures are evident Arguments of Di 
vine Wiſdom. As the Earth tis full of 
God 's Riches, ſo i is the 2 and wille Sea al- 
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65 Er are things creeping innume Sable 


both [mall and great Beaſts. In the Sea are 
Reſemblances of Beaſts of the Field, Fowls 
of the Air, and Artificial things; as Swords, 
0 and Saws. And if we may believe Pliny, 
there are in the Sea the Similitude of Hea- 
„ venly Bodies, the Moon and Stars. Behe- Job. 48. 
dq WM mnthby Land, and Leviathan by Sea, prove 
the incomparable Power of God. 


Beſides, the Bounds and Limits which 
are ſet to the Sea, which by a perpetual 
Decree 1t cannot paſs, may let us fee the 
r- Finger of God is there. Hirherts halt thou cup. * 
5 and no further, proclaims a God. God 
himſelf asks Job this Queſtion , Who hath 
hut up the Sea with Gates, ben it brabe 
forth as if it bad iſſued out of the Womb ? That 
the Sea 1s higher than the Earth, is what 
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rd Men of ſound Reaſon lay down for a cer- 

4s tain Truth, and conſequently would over- 

re flow the Land, was it not ſtay d by an Al- 1 

ce mighty Hand „that will not permit that 1 
T, raging Element to go beyond its appoint- #43! 
= ed Bounds, and makes it recoil back again, l 
i even when it threatens the Shore with its 

of terrible Waves and Roars. 
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Job 31. 10. 
11. 


Plal, 197, 
235 24. 


Pſal. 148. 
77 97 10. 


of the Sun, Moon „and Stars, the Great- 


There was a*time when the Earth was 
covered with the Deep as with a Gar- 
ment, and had not the Providence of God 
broke up for it his decreed Place, it had 
{till continued ſuch a Garment to the 
Earth, as the Skirt that was made for 


the Murthering of Agamemnon, where the 


Head had no place to get out. I brake vp 
for it my decreed place; I ſet bars and doors. | 
and ſaid hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no fur- | 


ther : And here hall thy proud wan: be ay a, 


ſaid God. Qui neſcit orare, diſcat Navigare, 
He that knows not how to pray, let him go to 
Sea. They that go down to the Sea in 
hips. and 1 buſineſs 1 in that raging Element : 
Theſe Men fee the Works of the Lord, and a 


Wonders in the Deep. 


1 might alſo ſummon all thoſe goodly 


Creatures to join in Conſort to laud and 


magnihe the Wiſdom of their Maker, as 
I find them rank'd together. Praiſe toe 


Lord from the Earth, ye Dragons and all 
Deeps, Mountains and all Hills, fruitful 
Trees 3 all Cedars , Beaſts and 40 Cattel, 
 erceping things and flying E Fowl. Thus the 


Fabrick of Heaven and Earth, the Glory 


neſs 


— 
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85 of The. Clouds, the Vaſtneſs of the 

Earth and Sea, 1 the Creatures in both, 

prove the Supreme Power of God, and 

an Almighty Handy-work. 

| Now if the Being of every thing be 

from God, it will neceſſarily follow, chat 

both he may and can Diſpoſe and Or- 

der every thing according to His Will. 

He commands the. Sun, an l it ſhineth mt, and ** 

ſcaleth up the Stars. He clothes the Hate eng Iii. 50. 3. 

with Darkneſs, and maketo Sackcloth their (-- 

vering. He commands the Clouds, and 

they ſhall not rain. He communds the 

Fire and it burns not. A fruitful Land 

doth he turn into barren. He can with- 

hold the Dew of Heaven, and the Fat- 

neſs of the Earth; make the one as Braſs, 

and the other as Iron. It is He only that 

cauſeth the Wind to blow. He only ap- Pau. 147. 

pointeth the former and the latter Rain, Ile 14 

1115 gives Snow, He makes Fro, He melts 1 
He has 8 Summer and Wi inter. He pps, 17 

e Corn, and watereth the Ridlgos there- 5: 10. BJ} 
He ſenteth Rain into the little Valles —_ 

5 makes it ſoft with ſhowers, and bleſ- 


| ſeth the ſpringing of it. 
A then with thoſe ignorant and law⸗ 


cy 


9.7. 
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: 4 Sermon Preachd 


Gal. dle 
kſu part. 


cy Men, who pretend to know the 3 


and Seaſons, and talk as confidently of 
the Wind, as if it was blown by them, or 
as if the Clouds in which the Waters are 


bound up, were to drop down Rain at 


their Command. 1 forbear to mention, 


what a Gap ſuch Men open for Atheiſm, : 


rreligim, Profaneneſs and Immorality, and 


leave the Conſideration of it to fuch as 


are in W 


But ( ay As further Arguments of 


their Folly who make a mock at ſim, in con- 


cluding there is no God to call them to an 
Account for what they do in this World; 


Let them look upon their Bodies, Souls 


and the Union of both, and they will de. 
clare a God unto chern. And, 


Fir, The Body of Man will teach him 


© God. 


When Galen, that famous Phyfician, had 


conſider'd the admirable Variety and Pro- | | 


portion of Man's Bodily Parts ; He con- 
feſs'd he could not believe that all theſe 
conld be made without the moſt exqui- 
ſite Wiſdom of a Powerful Maker; but 
then he adds, He could not tell Who 
this 


\ 


Y . ere A 


N at St. Martin's in the Fields. 15 
. this Maker ſhould be. At length conſi- 
dering more deeply the exceeding Wiſ- 
n dom which he diſcover'd in the infinite 
" Variety and Multiplicity, the convenient 
a Scituation, and the wonderful Uſe of his 
"> I Bodily Parts, wherein nothing was ſuper- 
"2 BK fluous, defective, and nothing to be bet- 
er devis d; brake forth into theſe Words, 
8 M0 © mpon? hic profetto Canticum in C reatorts no- 
ſtri laudem, & c. Here do I fing forth the 
1 Praiſes of Gr Creator , for t that he bas of his 
x own good P leaſure beauti fi. ed his things better 
25 than they were capable by any Art. If we 
. conſider all the ee and Arteries, all 
I the Veins and Muſcles, the Bones and 
Hh Ribs, the Brains, the Lungs and Heart, 
85 the Eyes, Noſe, Ears, Tongue and other 
Parts, together with their Beginnings, 
5 Seat, Connexion, and Uſe, we cannot 
1 but be ſtirr'd up, as Galen was, to believe 
| and confeſs, That all theſe could not be 
. made without the moſt exquiſite Wiſdom 
N of a powerful Maker. It is not poſſible 
15 that there ſhould be a Multitude of ] Means 
4 exactly fitted and prepared to a Anti- 
5 tude of Ends, but it muſt Nee rom 


{ome wiſe, intelligent Agent, that fore- 
R {aw 


A Ser ermon ; Preacl/d 


Ga what Convenience there aa be bo 
| tween thoſe Means, and thoſe Ends. From 
the Body paſs we, 

Secondly, To the Soul, 480 that will de. 
clare a God unto us. The Worth and 

Dignity whereof is as unſpeakable as the 
Subſtance of it is inviſible. It is of No- 
ble Deſcent from Heaven, Heavenly ; a 
Spiritual, Immaterial Subſtance , ſent to 
ſojourn here for a time, and then to return | 
to God who gave it. In the Soul is com. 
priz d the Image of Him that is inviſible, | 
The Underſtanding, the Will, and the Me- 
mory, and other Excellent Perfection: the 
Soul is endud with, may ſerve as a Lad- 
der to climb up to the Contemplation of 
the Perfections of the Creator. And as | 
the Body and Soul will teach us a God, 
ſo, = Fo. — 
Thirdly, The Union of both will do the 
fame ; which is ſo ſtrange, that never any 
mortal Man could yet attain to the Know- 

ledge of it. Such Knowledge is too 
wonderful for us. The marvellous Union 
of theſe two ſo different Natures in one 
Perſon, have aſtoniſhed the wiſeſt Inqui- | 


fitors nts the Secrets of Nature. The 
Wiſdom 


to0 | 
Jnion | 
one 


qui- | 
The 
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the Worker. If we look but upon a Spi- 
der's Web or a Bird's Neſt, we begin to 
admire the Sagacity of theſe little Crea- 
tures. And can we look upon the curious 
Frame and Fabrick of our Bodies and Souls 


and yet not break out into Admiration of 


the excellent Wiſdom and Power of God ? 
He that made the Eye ſhall not he ſee? He 
that made the Ear fhall not he bear? He 
that teacheth Man Knowledge ſhall not he 
underſtand ? Surely he that infus'd theſe 


powers into the Creature muſt have them 


more ininitely in himſelf. Thoſe Perfe— 
cons which are in us are more eminent in 
Him. He that gave Man a being, muſt 
needs have a more eminent Being. He that 
gave him Life, muſt needs have a more emi- 
nent Life. He that gave him Sence muſt 
needs ſee and hear, tho not by any Corporal 
Organ, yet after a more eminent manner. 


And he that gave him Reaſon and Under- 


ſtanding muſt needs have them after a more 
eminent manner himſelf. 


Man by vertue of his underſtanding can 
conceive many excellent Perfections to be 


in God, as infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 


there- 


Wiſdom of theWork argues the Wiſdom of 


17h Juſtice, Glory and Majeſty, and 
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therefore he that put this underſtanding in. 
to Man, muſt needs have every one of 
theſe himſelf. 

Thus the Heawens, the Earth, the Bat 
and the Soul of Man, and the Union of both 


is an Excellent way to Elevate our Under- 


ſtanding in the knowledge of God, and 


mult force the moſt Atheiſtical and Tereli. 


gious Man to confeſs there is A God; A 
moſt wife Creator that made all things 
with exceeding Power and Wiſdom. And 
as the dangerous Folly of thoſe Men who 
make a mock at Sin appears in ſaying there 
is no God; 80 

Secondly, It appears in this; ; Suppoſe they 
grant ſuch an Omnipotent Being, yet they 


will not be perſwaded that he will Punith 
Sinners with that ſeverity the Holy Scrip- 


ture declares. But if the Holy, Harmlels, 
and Innocent Son of God, who was a Juſt 
and a Righteous Perſon cou'd not eſcape 
the Juſtice of God, our Sins being found 


upon him, what little Encouragement has 
the Profligate and Profane Man to think 


God will diſpenſe with him, if he lives 
and dies in them? The Sufferings of the 
Holy Jeſus are enough to fright a Man out 
of the Embraces of his Luſts, and ſet con- 
vincely 
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„ We 


vincely before his Eyes What a terrib er. 
it is to fall into the hands of the living God 
with our Sins about him. It muſt wahout 
all doubt be ſomewhat that was highly of- 
fenſive to God that 1 5 d the Blood of his 
own dearly beloved Son to waſh it away. 
Why was the Sun darkned ? Why was the 
Veilofthe Temple rent in the midſt? Whydid 
the Earth quake ? Why did the Rocks rend? 
And why did bruit and dumb Nature make 
all that ſtir, but that ſurely ſome more than 
ordinary matter was in hand? Let no man 
deceive himſelf that Sin is no weighty mat- 
ter, for it was the cauſe why the Sun of Glo- 
ry was Eclips'd, why the Temple of the 
living God was diflolv'd, and why the Au- 
thor of Life yielded unto Death. The caſt- 
ing of man out of Paradiſe, the Drowning of 
the old World, the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
and the Reſervation of the faln Angels in 
Chains till the dayot Judgment, when they 
muſt change their bad condition for a worſe, 
are all fearful Monuments of God's hatred 7 
againſt Sin. The Wrath of God againſt 
impenitent Sinners, is not ſo eaſily appeas d 
as thoſe Fools imagine, who make a mock 
at Sin. There is a ſting in it, which in the 


End will bite like a Serpent. PR: 
8 2 Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, he tolly of thoſe Men 50 


make a mock at Sin, appears likewiſe in 
looking upon the Blood of Chriſt as a com- 


mon thing, and ſetting a low value upon 
that which all good Men venerate and a- 
dore. Is there but one Medicine in the 


world to heal Sin, and will Man be fo wil- 
ful as not to make uſe of it? Is the Blood 


of Chriſt the only Gilead in which there is 
Balm to cure their Sin-fick Souls, and do 
they deſpiſe it, caſt it behind their back, 

and have light and mean thoughts of 
it? Do they ſpend the value of it in Oaths? 
Do they forfeit the benefit of it in vain and 
Atheiſtical Diſcourſe, and by a vicious life 
contemn that invaluable Ranſome? How 


will that Blood rife up in Judgment againſt 


them? How will the Wounds of Chriſt 
give Teſtimony, ſtand forth, and witneſs 
againſt all ſuch who vilify'd and ſet them 
at nought ? Surely the wrath of God hal! 
ſmoak againſt all ſuch who flight the Myſte- 
ry of Chriſt's Death, 


away the Sins of the World. Why was 
his Blood ſhed, but that benefit might be 


had by it? God might have juſtly caſt us 


off, and ſuffer'd us to Periſh in our Ss 
but 


and that Precious 
Blood which was ſhed on purpoſe to wath 
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but through his Son's Blood, it is once 


more brought to our choice, whether we 
Periſh or no. It would be a fad ſaying 
for Chriſt to ſay, T have ſhed my Blood 
in vain, and my Death 1s to no End or 
Purpoſe. They having deny'd him, the 
Lord that bought them , what muſt they 


look for but he will deny them at the laſt 


3 7 with a Depart from me, ye Workers 
of I niquity, 


Thas having ſhewn the dangerous Fol ly 


of making a mock at Sin; 1 come, 


( 2.) To lay down ſome Conſiderati- 
ons to withdraw Men from that Folly : 


And, 


Fir, Let the Man who makes a mock at 
fin conſider that he muſt one day ſhake 


kajits with the World, and bid adieu to 


all the Pleaſures of the Earth; That the 


Meſſengers of Death will then come to 


treat with him, and bring him Tidings 
of another World, and awaken him with 


Apprehenfions of that Almighty Being he 


deny'd, and of whoſe Power and Majeſty 


he would not be convincd. | 5 
Secondly, Let him confider the Life and 
State that will be after he is gone - the 

tage 
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Stage of this World, whether God or 8 
tan is to carry him, for one of theſe _ 
muſt, (all Men that ever hv'd in this World 
do certainly belong either to an Everlaſt— 
ing ſtate of Happineſsor Miſcry) and then 


let him argue with himſelf which of theſe 
twois to be choſen, Life or Death, endleſs poi 
Joys, or eternal Torments. Certainly it Sin 
he he the leaſt grain of Wiſdom in him, M the 
any love for his Soul, orany Regard to the I inc 
Death and Wounds of a Crucity'd Jeſus, I ex 
he will conclude that the ſtate of the one i; MW of 
more eligible than the other, and chooſe eve 


the one thing neceflary, 
T hirdly, Upon the back of theſe Conl- | 
derations, let him confider likewiſe the 
Judgment to come, that great Day of the | 
Lord, when the Secrets of all Hearts 
ſhall be diſclos'd, and every Action of his | 
Life ſcan'd. When all his Wickedneſs ſhall | 
be brought to light, and himſelf ſtanding | 
before Men and Angels to receive an irre- 
verſible Sentence. | 
 Fourthly, Let him conſider the Jon of | 
Heaven, and the Rewards of a well ſpent | 
Life, and whether it will not be well worth | 
his while to order his Converſation to that 
-End; that when Chriſt ſhall come to Judge | 
| tne 
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the Quick and the Dead, he may carry 
him both in Body and Soul into the ſame 

lace with himſelf, even to the Fruition of 
God and the bleſſed Company of the Glori- 
fy'd Spirits. 

Fifth, Let him conſider the Miſery ap- 
pointed for all incorrigible and impenitent 
Sinners after Judgment, when he mult feel 
the Power, and lie under the Wrath of an 
incens d Deity; ; and what the ſad and in- 
expreſſible Woe is of being for ever depriv'd 
of the Preſence of God, and ſhut up for 
ever in a place of diſmal Darkneſs. 
Let the Man who now makes a mock at 
Sin enter into theſe Conliderations, and 1 
doubt not but he will be quite another Per- 
fon, and inſtead of crying down Religion, 
' wou'd have it promoted, encourag'd, and 
practis d as the only thing that w ill make 
well for his Soul, when he comes to be try'd 
before an Impartial Judge. Then be will 
find Sin no ſporting matter, that it will be 
an Heavy load upon him the guilt whereof 
ſpeaks terrible things unto him. Then he 
will make many wiſhes he could comeback 
to live again upon Earth thar he might be 
more regular in his Life, and more obſer- 
vant of his Duty. But alas! All warf 
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Rom. 2. 33 


will be in vain. The Man is come to 
judgment, and the Judge of all the Earth 
will do right. 

Thus having laid down ſome Conſide- 
rations to withdraw Men from that Dan- 
gerous folly of making a mock at Sin; 1 come, 


($5) Laftly, To cloſe all with A profi- 


"9 monition. 


Be not deceiv ed, God will not be mochd; 
1 whatſoever a Man ſows , that al 
he alh reap. Man muſt expect Evil 
for Evil; and to believe the contrary, 
were to mock both God and our ſelves. 
Should WickedMen,who ſow to theFleſh, 
reap Life Ever laſting, how would God be 
derided and mock'd by them ? They that 
tow Tares ſhall never reap Wheat. God 
is a Righteous God, and in this conſiſts 
his Righteouſneſs, that he will give to 
every one according to what he has done. 

Say ye unto the Righteous that it pal 
be well with him : Por they Jhall eat the 
Fruit of their Doings, but wo oy the Wicked, 
it ſhall be ill with him: Far the Reward of his 

Hands ſhall be given him. Hence it is that the 
Day of Judgment! is call'd by St. Paul, a Day 
of Revelation of the righteous Fudgment of 


Gol, who will render to every one according to his 
Deeds, 


— 


— reer TEE IE ET re SE ene 


nr min venom ec eaang 
_— —_— — — = 
L * * ® 7 * S 
, s 
TIT re INT 2 30 l 4 on . * . 


th 


Deeds, and he gives the Reaſon, for there a. 11, 
is no reſpect of perſons with God. Thine Jer gg 
Eyes are upon all the ways of the Sons of 


Men, to give every one according to his 


ways, and inns | to the fruit of his do- 
ings, faith the Prophet Jeremiah. N 


10. 


mu dt all appear before the udgment-ſeat 1 


Christ, that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad. The Na- 
ture of Juſtice conſiſts in giving every 
one his own, and the Apoſtle tells us, 


The Day hall declare it; where by Day i Cor. 3. 


he means the Day of Chriſt's Coming to 
Judgment. The Philoſopher Plato could 
tell us, That God doth & h, always 
act the Geometrician, deal with all Men 
equally, and proportions Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments to their Deſerts. O that the 


— 5 7 Swearer, the Blaſphemer of the 


oly and Reverend Name of God, the 
Scoffer, and other lewd and profligate 
Perſons would take into their ſerious Con- 
ſideration the Thoughts of Eternity, and 
no longer make a mock at ſin, which ends 
in the loſing of their precious and im- 
mortal Soul: It is appointed for 5 0 

ed — 
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| N all Men once to die; and wn as 
Death has clos'd: their Eyes, to anſwer at 
the Bar of Divine Juſtice, to give an Ac- 
count of every thing done in the Fleſh. 


** 


What is it that makes many Men ſo bru- 


5 tiſh in their Lives and Converſation, lo 


_ regardleſs of Heaven and Happineſs, and 


ſo ſottiſhly careleſs of their Souls, but a 
want of cool. and ſerious. Thoughts of 


God and his Attributes, his Juſtice and 


other Perfections. Thou who. makeſt a 
at Sin, 


above thee is full of lively Expreſſions of 


his infinite Power and Wiſdom. 


Secondly, Look down upon the Earth, 


and that 5150 teach thee how many Ways 
the Glorious Wiſdom of God ſhines here 


below. How many Arguments of Divine 
Wiſdom might J here diſcover if I had 
the Wildom of Solomon, to diſcourſe of 


all from the Cedar in TR to the Hyſ- 


ſop that grows out of the Wall. It was 
the Saying of St. Bernard, That for a long 


time he bad no other Inſtructors, no other 


Maſters 


Firs. Lift up thine Eyes on High, and 
1 tremble to offend that God who hath cre- 
ated theſe things. See how every thing 
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$ Maſters to teach him there was a God, 
præter quercus C fagos, but Oaks and 


Beaches. 


_ Thirdly, Let him launch forth to Len, 


and That and the Fiſhes which are in it, 


will declare a God unto him. The Ponnds 
and Limits which He hath ſet to that ra- 
ging Element by a perpetual Decree, that 
it cannot paſs, will teach him an infinite. 


Power, and is an evident ad ne of 


Divine Wiſdom. 


Fourthly, Look upon thy ſelf, confider 


thy Soul, thy Body, and the Union of both. 
See the PPh Structure of the One, 


the incomparable Perfections of the Other, 
and the marvellous Union of both. Think 
with thy ſelf, For what End was fo glo- 
riousa Creature as thou made ? And then 
do not make thy ſelf a Beaſt, by forget- 


ting thou art a Man, God's more immediate 
1 Handy-work, the Mafter- -piece of the Crea- 
tion, and in whom there is the Image of 


God; a Reflexion of his Divinity. 


O Man! Let theſe Conſiderations per- 5 
ſwade thee to ſtand in ame, and ſin not. 


Dare not to abuſe ſo Excellent a Fabrick f 
as thou art, 421 I Intemperance, to the 
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Binnen of thy Maker; : but conſecrate 


it wholly to Him, whoſe Image and * 
Perteripfion it bears. | 


0; Homini ſublime dedit.—. 0 x 


God has given Man an Upright Frame of 
Body, a Countenance erect to Heaven, that 
the Uprightneſs of his Mind might be 
conformable to the Structure of his Body 


It was the Counſel of Socrates, that Men : 


ſhould often ſee themſelves in Glaſſes; that 
ſeeing the outward Beauty. and Comlineſs 
of their Bodily Parts, they might be ſtir- 
red up to be more careful, not to diſgrace 
them with the Cr ookedneſs and Deformi- 
ty of their inward Man. God hath given 
Man an Underſtanding Heart, let Him 
not be like the Horſe or Mule that have no 


Underſtanding. Ipſis beſtiis beſtialior homo 


ratione dig ens, & non ratione vivens, ſays St. 


Bernard, He is more tbruitiſh aben 4 Beaſt 
that 1s — nith Reaſon and lives without 
it. And ſome Stocks have been of opini- 
on, that it was better to be a Fool in the 
| ſhape of a Man, than A, Wit Mun an the 


ſhape of a Beaſt. Mole 
Let the time 2 then of your dives , 


ſuffice Jou to have ſpent it in Service and 


Slavery 
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Slavery to your Luſts. What Gal ſaid 
to the People of the Jews, I this Day ſay 
to You, Remember your own'evil. ways, and 
your doings that they were not gobd; and loath 


your ſelves in your own fight for your qui 


way. and and for your tons N 


Duſt and Aſhes, ow art thou 5 that 
thou dareſt rebel againſt thy Great and 
Omnipotent Creator ? Thee dareſt open 


thy Mouth againſt that God in whoſe hands 


thy breath is, and whoſe are all thy ways ? No 


other Creature need be call'd upon to 


Ezek. 36“ 
31. 


Dan. 5.2 7. 


praiſe the Lord but Man. Not one of 


them fail in their Duty and Homage: The 


Glorious Angels and Arch-Angels, Cheru- 


bims and Seraphims continually cry, Hal ly, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth : Heaven and 


Farth are: full of the. Majeſty of thy Glory. 
The Celeſtial Bodies, the dn, Moon and 


Pra. 148. 


Stars do all in their ſeveral Kinds conſpire 


to make his Name Glorious. He com- 
mands the Winds and the Sea, and they 
obey Him. Every Creature in ee and 
in N and under the Earth, and ſuch as 

are in the Sea, Cry, Bieſſing, Glory and ne 


be unto him that 1 ts * the Throne, and 0 
te 


Rev. 5. 13 
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the 'Lomd for ever. Tis Man ant that 
thinks 3 that ſpeaks protanely, c 
and walks ſtubbornly againſt Him. Tis in tl 
he only who ſays, Who is Lord over Ml God 
me, and forgets that God who made him? WM Gor 
Who after he has beheld the wonderful Wor 
Works of God in the Heavens above, and hath 
in the Earth beneath; After he has look d Sub 


upon the great and wide Ocean, and the ¶ tem 
ſtrange and wondrous Works therein ; Af. dere 
ter he has ſeen the admirable Structure of fort 
his Body, the incomparable Perfections of I whe 
his Soul, and the ſtrange Union of two ſo WM Thi 
different Natures in one Perſon, makes no IM to re 
other uſe of them, than to Mock that had 
God, the Author and Maker of them , by they 
whom he lives, moves and has his Being. to b 
How pathetical is the Prophet David, Wl and 
when he conſiders the Heaven, the Earth, crib 
and the Variety of Furniture with which I on 
both are adorn'd. O Lord our Governour, Ml Do! 
hom excellent is thy Name in all the Earth ties 
Who has ſet thy Glory above the Heavens? Fes 
For I do con ſider the Heavens, even the Works WM Lat 


of thy fingers: The Moon and the Stars 
ubich thou Ha ſt ordained. Then he deſcends 
to the Creation of Man, and the Domi- 

nion 


— 


at oy Martin s in che F ields. "FI 


t i nion God has given Him over the Works 
ly, Hof his Hands. At laſt concludes the Pſalm 


in the ſame Admiration' of that Glory of 


ver God that he begins it with, O Lord our . 
m? Governour,how Excellent is thy Namhel in all the 

ful Ml world? Was the time to begin again that 

nd WM hath run fince my firſt Entrance upon this 

i'd Ml SubjeR;Icou'd ſ pend 1 it all in this one Con- 

the templation. And tlierefore let the Conſi- 

Af. deration of it ſtir you all up to join in Con- 


ſort with theſe Four and Twenty Elders 
who caſting their Crowns before God's 
Throne cry out, Thou art worthy, O Lord, dent 


110 t0. receive. Glory, er and Power, for tho. ; 7 0 
hat bad Created all things, and for thy Pleaſure 1 
by WW they are and were Created ThisGod is worthy pa 
ns. WW tobe Praiſed. His incomprehenſible Glory i 
11d, and Ma jeſty deſerve more than we can aſ- | 4 
rth, cribe, ſhou'd we be continually proſtrate | 
ich on our bended Knees, and his Abſolute | i 


Dominion challengeth the utmoſt Abili- 2x 
ties of our Tongues, - Hearts and Lives. + 
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Fear this Lord, and While you live Praiſe, 
ore Laud, and Magnifie his Wiſdom, C Lord, 
tars Wl bow Manifold are thy Works, in Wiſdom haſt 
nds Wl thou made them all? that ſo when Ye de- 


| part” out of this World, Gen Souls 12 : 
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